The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day, A ¥ D 2009
John 1:1-14

In the Name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

1 Christmas is not how you would do things. To save a thief, would you get arrested for
stealing? Or would you teach him not to rob? To save a murderer, would you let yourself be
given the death penalty? Or would you try to show him the value of human life? To save a
child molester, would you...of course not! You wouldn’t save a child molester, or a murderer,
or a thief, or the guy who fantasizes about your wife, or the kid who beat up your kid, or the
teacher who favors the other students, or the coworker who lied to get promoted over you, or
the guy who cut you off in traffic. You would damn any of them in an instant. No, Christmas is
not your way of doing things.

2 Which is why you so desperately need Christmas. Christmas changes everything. God
became man. In the beginning was the Word, the Second Person of the eternal Triune God.
The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, And we have seen His glory, glory as the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. That’s the account of the Lord’s Nativity as St. John
records it. No angels, shepherds, or even a manger. Not even a Joseph or a Mary. John’s
details are sparse, and yet they stretch all the way back to Genesis: In the beginning. The Word
of God became flesh.

3 The Creator has become a part of His creation. It’s not your way of doing things, but
that’s precisely the point. God became man to redeem men, became man to save hateful men,
became man to pay for men’s sins. So the angels sing. Their voices blend in perfect harmony to
praise God not for His awesomemess, sovereignty, or power. The skies ring with praise for
God’s mercy. He has taken human flesh in the Virgin’s womb, been born with our flesh but not
our sin. By taking human flesh, He has exalted human flesh.

4 Your Christmas way of doing things is to ignore the problems. If you write a once-a-

year-check, drop some coins in the red bucket, and donate your old clothes, you can ignore the



poverty in the world. If you cook a fancy enough meal, you can ignore your uncle’s alcoholism,
your dad’s live-in girlfriend, your daughter’s drug problem, your own credit card debt. If you
turn the Christmas music on, it will drown out your doubts, your fears, your worries. That’s
been your way of dealing with sin since your first parents fell into sin in the paradise of Eden: to
ignore it and downplay it. But God’s way of dealing with sin is different. He promised Eve her
Seed would crush the serpent’s head. So He came to do just that. The Lord’s Christmas way of
doing things is to get into the mess of humanity, to immerse Himself completely in the mire.
His Christmas way of doing things is His incarnational way of doing things: taking on human
flesh.

5 So the angels sing. God wasn’t made an angel; they don’t rejoice for their sakes, but for
yours. God became man. The Son of God became the Son of Mary. The Second Person of the
Trinity limited Himself to human flesh. The Creator slept in a manger, a feed trough. This is His
Christmas way of doing things: not to ignore humanity’s sin, not to let men get what they
deserve for their sinful rebellion, but to take the place of sinful humanity. His Christmas way of
doing things is also His Good Friday way of doing things. Jesus wasn’t born to make Christmas
merry and bright any other way than by dying for sinners. He took human flesh to lay down His
life for humanity.

6 His Christmas and Good Friday way of doing things is also His Easter way of doing things.
Having defeated death and the devil, having mortally wounded the serpent, crushed his head,
Jesus rose from the dead. He didn’t rise spiritually, leaving His flesh behind. He rose in the
flesh. A human rose from the dead. He is the Firstborn of the New Creation. Because He lived,
died, and rose, there is hope for all who share His flesh.

7 The Word who Became flesh, who gave His flesh as the price to redeem sinners, was by
no mere coincidence placed in a feed trough to spend his first nights outside the safety of His
mother’s womb. Later He would tell the crowds “The bread that | give for the life of the world
is my flesh. If anyone eats the flesh of the Son of Man and drinks His blood, He will live forever.
If you want the blessings of Christmas, this is God’s Christmas way of doing things, His
incarnational way of interacting with His creation. If you want the forgiveness of sins, don’t go

to Bethlehem, nor to Calvary. At Calvary, Jesus won the forgiveness of sins, but He does not



deliver it there. If you want the forgiveness of sins, go to the Altar. Forgiveness is not won at
the Altar, but it is distributed there. Jesus gives you His true flesh for food and His true blood

for drink. It’s His Christmas way of doing things. Merry Christmas.

In the Name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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